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Center for Lifelong Learning hires new dean
BY ELIZABETH GOLDSMITH

On March 26, Taylor
University's virtual campus
will be welcoming a not-sovirtual addition to its admin
istration. Dr. Jeff Groeling,
recently appointed dean for
the Center of Lifelong
Learning, will be moving
from Kentucky to Fort
Wayne.
Groeling grew up in a
Lutheran, church-attending
family, but found himself
straying from the faith during
his first years at college.
While he was working as a
counselor at a Bible camp,
however, things changed.
"God got my attention and
helped me to realize that I

needed to be living my life
for Him instead of myself,"
he said.
Groeling has an M.S. in
Information and
Communication Science from
Ball State University, and
during his time there, he also
worked as a microcomputer
consultant.
After getting his Ph.D. in
Communications from the
University of Kentucky,
Groeling worked fifteen years
at Asbury Theological
Seminary in its information
technology department. At
Asbury, he began to under
stand God's will for his life.
"I came to the conclusion that
God had called me to work
within the church as a lay

leader and not as a pastor,"
he said.
While working at Asbury,
Groeling met TUFW
Chancellor Duane Kilty and,
through him, was introduced
to Taylor University. When
he came to Dr. Kilty's installa
tion as chancellor, Groeling
was "impressed with the
TUFW emphasis on applica
tion of education and min
istry, and the fact that faith is
something to be actively lived
out."
Groeling is looking for
ward to the interpersonal
aspects of the job. "In my
position at Asbury, I did not
have much opportunity to
interact with faculty or stu
dents on a regular basis," he

explained.
Groeling's
wife Susan and
their four children
will be joining
him in Fort Wayne
at the end of the
school year.
Though
Groeling isn-H sure
precisely how
God will use him
and his abilities,
he knows God
brought him to
Fort Wayne. "If I
am being obedient
to God in every
thing I do, then
Photo provided
everything else
Dr.
Jeff
Groeling
has
been
named
the new
will fall into
dean
for
the
Center
of
Lifelong
Learning:
place."

Bethany Hall shows some soul
tory. As soon as the event
started,
students began to fill
For Soul Jam on February
27th, Bethany.Hall uncharac
the dormitory quickly. There
teristically opened its doors
were "way more people there
to an event. After coming in
than they expected" said
from the cold, students expe
Pearl Freeman, a performer
rienced a night run similarly
for the night.
The event was divided
to a traditional coffee house,
into two segments. In the
except that it offered a wider
lower lounge, guests were
array of performances. The
night also carried with it a
treated to a buffet ranging
very specific theme: black his from cake and cookies to
meatballs and chicken
wings. As they ate and
mingled, guests could
also view a table dis
playing student-sub
mitted art and photog
raphy, as well as a doc
umentary about black
history.
The stage was locat
ed in the upper
lounge. As the per
Photo by Katie Stine formances went on,
dozens of students
Pearl Freeman plays her guitar as part filled the couches that
BY ANDY CULBERTSON

of Bethany Hall's Soul Jam.

surrounded the stage, sat on
the steps, or watched and lis
tened from where they stood.
With such a large number of
people in a small area, the
temperature quickly rose.
The front doors were opened
to allow the frigid winds to
bring in relief.
What made this event
unique was its acts.
Traditional performances,
such as instrumentals,
singing, and poetry, did
occur, but so did unexpected
ones, such as dancing, story
reading, and a memorable
stand-up comedy routine.
Performers included the
Cutting Edge Dance
Academy, Tori Golden,
Jeremy Sheer, Pearl Freeman,
Michael Oyer, Rachel Hopson
and Monique Robinson,
Ruthie Kaufman, Chris
Keuhnlenz, Amanda Dreher
and Jill Peace.

Photo by Katie Stine
Tori Golden (C) performs a spoken word piece about beauty dur
ing Soul Jam.

"Soul Jam was good
because we all got to get
together," said Damon
Edmons. "It was nice to see
everyone outside of classes. It
was nice to see what different
talents we all had. It was
good to see people trying
new things."
Josh Hornbarger was cho
sen to co-host the event. His

duties were to announce the
performers and "make some
kind of attempt at being
funny." In between acts,
Hornbarger also read off
black history facts.
As the night came to a
close, students departed from
an event that had been filled
with fun, music, and soul.
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Lessons learned from a hostage situation
evening class, I
One of the first things I
got a sinking
was told my freshman year
feeling in my
was to lock my door when I
stomach. They're
was away from my room. It's going to do some
assumed that good Christian
thing, I thought.
boys and girls won't pillage
I spent the next
rooms and steal valuable
hour and a half
items such as that packet of
trying to guess
ramen noodles, but locking
what I would
the door is a good safety
find when I
habit to develop.
returned to
I failed to develop that
Bethany Hall.
habit until last week.
Would they
Until last week I had
write something
Hostage photo by Tabitha Spacht
never had any problems with on my board?
SAFETY UNLESS YOU
people sneaking into my
Would they takeout the
WANT HIS HEAD MAILED
room and messing with my
drawers in my dresser and
stuff, not even last year when put them in a different order? TO YOU. LOOK AT THE
PICTURE."
my door couldn't stay shut,
Would they do nothing at all
An arrow pointed up to
much less lock. I rarely
and only make me think they
where my camera had been
locked my door unless I was
did something?
leaving for the weekend or a
Lesson #2: When given an sitting on the fridge. I turned
it on to see my childhood
holiday break. I thought I
unattended room and a vivid
could trust people.
imagination, even friends will friend sitting on a chair in an
unknown location, blindfold
Oh, how wrong I was.
turn on you.
ed, with a calendar display
My Tuesday afternoon
After class, I went to my
ing the date of kidnapping.
started pleasantly. Some
room and carefully opened
Only a sick, twisted freak
friends invited me along on a the door. Nothing immediate
would
kidnap a defenseless
trip to Wal-Mart, and I, in
ly appeared suspicious. The
stuffed
animal and demand
desperate need of new shoes,
shopping bags were on my
ransom.
I knew exactly who
joined them.
bed, and at first glance every
to look for.
An hour later, we returned thing seemed to be in its
Usually, the advice in a
to campus and went to the
place.
hostage
situation is not to
DC for supper. I mentioned
I noticed my camera was
give
into
the demands of the
that I had class that evening
sitting on top of my refrigera
captors. I, however, am weak.
and whined that carrying two tor. It had not been there
Throwing the ransom (essen
Wal-Mart bags plus my mes
when I had left that morning.
tially the entire contents of
senger bag full of books was
Frowning, I picked it up and
my fridge) into a green plas
going to be a hassle. My dear
put it back in its place among
tic bag, I stomped to the other
friends volunteered to take
the clutter on the desk. Then,
end
of the residence hall to
my shopping bags back to
I noticed the ransom note
negotiate
a safe release.
my room for me. I thought I
stuck to the refrigerator.
I
knocked
firmly yet
had wonderful friends.
"KATIE, WE HAVE YOUR
politely
on
the
door of the
Lesson #1: Whining some
BEAR. BRING 3 TRUFFLES,
suspected
kidnapper.
Okay,
times will not bring the
BUTTER, AND HAM TO
so
maybe
it
was
more
like
results you expected.
THE STAIR LOUNGE.
one
solid
punch
than
a
About an hour into my
DON'T CALL CAMPUS
BY KATIE STINE

CO-EDITORS:

The Express

knock. The point was made: I
meant business.
Within the room came the
sound of someone snickering
and shuffling papers. I
tapped my foot impatiently.
The door opened, and at the
look on my face, the kidnap
per burst out laughing.
"What?" she asked, trying
to act innocent and failing
miserably.
"Where's my bear?"
"Why do you immediately
accuse me? Anyone could
have--"
"Give me the bear." I lev
eled a stare at her while try
ing not to laugh as well.
"Okay, fine," she relented,
withdrawing into her lair of
evil plotting to retrieve my
traumatized teddy bear.
"There's your bear back," she
said, half-throwing it at me.
With the former hostage in
hand, I started back down the
hall to my room, pleased that
I had not had to use the ran
som after all.
"Hey, are you going to
Soul Jam?" she called after
me.
"Yeah. See ya in the
lounge in a few minutes?"
Now that the crisis was
resolved, we could go back to
being friends. Well, we could
begin the road to restoring
the friendship. I locked my
door before heading to Soul
Jam, just in case.
Unfortunately, there is an
epilogue to this story. A few
days later, I thought that it
was safe to leave my door
unlocked since I was just
making a quick trip to
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Starbucks for a group meet
ing and some coffee.
Once again, I was wrong.
I came back to find my
teddy bear dressed up...
what's the word I want...
"inappropriately."
Lesson #3: Lock ydur
door, no matter what. Even if
it is a quick trip to get some
much-needed caffeine, people
will be watching and waiting
for you to leave so they can
sneak into your room and
cause chaos.
Consider this a public
service announcement from a
senior who should have
known better but was blind
ed by the trust she put in her
devious friends.
As it is, my bear is still
suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder, not to men
tion hints of Stockholm syn
drome. I fear that it will take
months if not years of thera
py before it returns to its
happy-go-lucky self. I sup
pose I should be grateful
there were no nasty torture
incidents involving cotton
stuffing or needles and
thread. Psychological scars
can be just as painful, though.
My bear and I will move
on with our lives, looking
over shoulders and locking
doors, just to be safe.
Moreover, we'll remember
the last lesson gained from
this crisis.
Lesson #4: Learn to laugh
at whatever gets thrown your
way, even if it is a teddy bear
hostage situation.
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BY LAUREN PELTIER

Dr. Siang-Yang Tan,
Christian counselor and
award-winning author of 12
books, will be the keynote
speaker of a counseling con
ference to take place at
Taylor University on
Saturday, March 17^. The
main topic of the conference
will be the Holy Spirit's role
in counseling and shepherd
ing.
Though the conference
will be held at Taylor, the
event is not the university's
brain-child. "Though Taylor
is a partner," says Dr.
Michael Cook, the universi
ty's assistant professor of
psychology, "the real host is
a group called the
Fellowship of Christian

features
Counselors."
Begun four years ago
with Dr. Cook's help, the
FCC's membership consists
of local Christian counseling
professionals and aims "to
provide support, to encour
age fellowship, and to
enhance education for
Christian healing profes
sionals and associates."
The opportunity for this
event arose through the
FCC's president, Stephen R.
King's, attendance at anoth
er event where Dr. Tan
spoke. King mentioned the
idea of Dr. Tan's speaking at
a conference at Taylor and
found Dr. Tan to be recep
tive. Plans were later final
ized.
This conference will be

the Fellowship's second and
is expected to attract 160180 attendees, including the
majority of the Fellowship's
members and other local
professionals ranging from
licensed counselors to pas
tors and lay counselors.
Taylor students are also
invited to attend the confer
ence at a fee of fifteen dol
lars. Students wanting to
attend for free can also sign
up for a four hour volunteer
shift to work at the confer
ence in some capacity.
According to Dr. Cook,
Dr. Tan's appearance at
Taylor is
quite an
honor.
"It's a
wonderful

"Whatever you do, work
at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not
for men," states Colossians
3:23. Evan Wood, a TUFW
professor and Chair of the
Management and
Communication
Department, challenged the
TUFW student body and
faculty with this verse dur
ing chapel on Friday,
February 23.
When asked to speak,
Wood decided on the topic
of excellence, defining the
word as "matching your
performance to your poten
tial." God has put on his
heart a growing concern for
the "western church" and
Taylor members today
because of the decline in the
pursuit of excellence.
Wood states, "Many stu
dents fail to see a connec
tion between their approach
to school and their Christian
walk." He, however, sees
students' approaches to
school as a "reflection of

their maturity in Christ."
This concern developed
in Wood's mind during his
years when he was a stu
dent. The president of his
college used to say,
"Anything done in the
name of Christ should have
quality stamped all over it!"
Wood states that today he is
"seeing that mindset less
and less."
By approaching schoolwork and all other matters
of everyday life with excel
lence, Wood believes that
TUFW students and faculty
will be used by God to
"impact His kingdom in
Fort Wayne and to the ends
of the earth."
Wood hopes his sermon
challenged the Taylor com
munity to question its own
motives and to make sure
everyone is working for the
Lord not just for men. He
encourages his students to
"work hard and make good
connections with people at
school and people in the
community." He says that

is not some abstract concept
'way out there' but is a very
real and present help in the
process of Christian coun
seling and to have some
idea of how to engage Him
in that process."
In addition to Dr. Tan's
three sessions, four other
experts in Christian coun
seling will be teaching
workshops at the confer-,
ence. The day's events will
then conclude with a panel
discussion. Those interested
in attending can contact Dr.
Cook in Witmer Hall, room
116.

AVERAGE S

In pursuit of excellence
BY AMY NICKERSON

opportunity for students to
have someone of his caliber
actually to be on our cam
pus," he said. With a smile,
he added, "We're going to
keep him busy."
As well as being the con
ference's keynoter, Dr. Tan
will also be Friday's chapel
speaker and will be attend
ing a pastor's lunch as the
guest of honor.
It's Dr. Cook's hope that
attending the conference
will help his counseling stu
dents understand that "in
the process of Christian
counseling, the Holy Spirit

3

what stu
dents do
during the
time they are
at TUFW
will help set
the stage for
the rest of
their lives.
Overall,
Evan Wood
looks at the
TUFW
school body
and wants
everyone to
be "working
toward
excellence."
He believes
that in doing
so, TUFW
will be prac
ticing good
stewardship
and obeying
the com
mandment
God made in
Colossians
3:23.

<6 .T.,

Army National Guard chaplains
provide spiritual guidance to soldiers
at critical times. Call or visit our
Web site to learn more.

INDIANA

1-800-G0-GUARD
www.1-800-G0-GUARD. com/clerg
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The rockin' restaurant review: Cindy's Diner
BY JAMES HOLSTEIN AND MEG
D. R. TEPFER

To provide the student body
with an idea of the different vari
eties of restaurants and the qual
ity of their cuisines offered in the
Fort Wayne area, two guest
writers ventured into the dark
underworld of culinary
obscurity.

If breakfast in the DC
doesn't look appealing,
maybe the "Garbage" at
Cindy's Diner will please
you. A signature compilation
of eggs, potatoes, cheese,

onions, and ham makes
"Garbage" ($5.25) a dish you
definitely won't want to
throw away. Cindy's pan
cakes ($1.25 each, available in
the shape of Mickey Mouse's
head) are as fluffy as clouds,
and for those who enjoy
French toast ($1.25 each), the
delicate seasoning and light
texture will make it worth
remembering. The sausage
biscuits and gravy ($3.65)
were hearty and delicious,
the orange juice was refresh
ing and flavorful, and the hot

chocolate with real whipped
cream was a nice treat on a
cold morning. Even the corn
beef hash (side order, $2.65)
proved that, when ordering
breakfast at Cindy's Diner,
you can't go wrong.
Food at Cindy's Diner is
less costly, with larger por
tions and higher quality than
any fast food restaurant. All
breakfast meals are $5.25 and
under. Everyone who eats at
Cindy's gets quick and
friendly service with a per
sonal touch. Watching your

food as it is cooked on the
grill right in front of you is
just a bonus, and while you
are waiting for your meal,
you can read about the more
than 50-year-history of
Cindy's Diner. Those in
search of a traditional diner
can visit Cindy's between
6:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Monday through Saturday
and 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday.
Located on the corner of
Wayne and Harrison in
downtown Fort Wayne, only

a few minutes from campus,
Cindy's is a small, portable
diner, featuring a counter that
seats fifteen customers.
Adding to the classic diner
atmosphere, a sign posted
overhead states, "We can
serve the world, 15 customers
at a time." In our first perfect
assessment ever, we give
Cindy's Diner a full five stars.
Go right over and try its
amazing breakfast offerings...
just don't bring more than 14
of your friends.

to love being where I was
and who I had become. But
the senior girls took me to the
side and explained that a
kind and gracious heart had a

home in heaven. No matter
where I was in the world, the
person I had become would
always feel at home at the
feet of Jesus.

An MK comes home at last
alone the transition into high
school. The milk tasted
"I belong here," I tried to
"funny" and the bread was
convince myself as I stared at
smaller, sliced thinner, and
the swarm of faces all around sweeter. Everyone talked
me. "I'm an American, just
about TV shows or movies,
like them. They're all going
neither of which I knew very
home and so am I." My fami much about. I took a school
ly and I had just exited the
bus for the first time, and it
Chicago O' Hare
was horrible—my stop was
International Airport, and my the last stop, so there weren't
dad was trying to find the
any seats left, but the bus
ride that was supposed to be
driver would scream profani
waiting for us.
ty at the top of his lungs if I
The general noise from
didn't sit down. I ate lunch
the passing cars, maintenance alone.
equipment, and roaring air
I cried myself to sleep
planes overhead was nearly
every night. I desperately
deafening to my ears. The
wanted to go home to Japan,
concrete all around us was
but there was no way I could.
brown with grime and the air I was already suicidal at this
stank of exhaust from the
point of my life and the cur
multitude of cars. This was
rent situation wasn't helping.
my first impression of
At least, not at first.
America.
A couple of senior girls
I grew up as a missionary
who went to the church I
kid in Japan pretty much my
attended started inviting me
entire life. The few times I
into their lunch group. They
was in the United States I
took me under their wings
was too young to remember
and helped me with not only
anything. With only the
emotional issues I was strug
knowledge and experience
gling with, but also with
the Japanese culture had
things that didn't seem
given me, I was going to
important to others but were
spend my freshman year of
terribly important to me, like
high school in a public school filling me in on popular TV
about an hour away from
shows, explaining figures of
downtown Chicago.
speech I didn't understand,
Culture shock alone
and taking me shopping for
almost took its toll on me, let
clothes that were in style. But
BY APRIL SELANDER

best of all, they invited me to
join them at our church youth
group and in their small
group.
I had always considered
myself a
Christian
before that
year, but due
to the kind
ness of those
girls, I saw
who Jesus
really was for
the first time.
He became
real to me
and I devel
oped a faith
of my own
independent
from my par
ents' beliefs. I
learned to
smile again
and I gained
confidence in
myself. I
started to
make other
friends and
actually start
ed to feel at
home for the
first time.
When the
year ended, I
wasn't ready
to leave. I
had learned
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